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Additional Resources 

Blue Books and Fact Sheets

Budget Language (# expected Tuesday)

HHS Directors Testimony

https://obm.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/obm/areas-of-interest/budget-and-planning/operating-budget/01-fiscal-years-2022-2023
https://ohiohouse.gov/committees/finance/meetings/cmte_h_finance_1_2021-02-11-0930_64
https://ohiohouse.gov/committees/finance/meetings/cmte_h_finance_1_2021-02-10-0930_63
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What proponents will tell you about SB17
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The true intent & impact of Senate Bill 17

• To make it harder for Ohioans to qualify for and stay enrolled in 
basic assistance programs

• To mischaracterize people with low-incomes and prey on 
longstanding, harmful, and untrue stereotypes and biases

• To distract from the real challenges facing Ohio families by 
proposing solutions in search of a problem

• To gain political points with out-of-state lobbyists
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How did 
we get 
here?

Different iterations of these attacks have 
been driven by outside interest groups for 
several General Assemblies in Ohio and in 
many other states across the country – in 
fact, right now, similar measures are 
popping up again in other states
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This bill goes further than its predecessors

• It includes harmful provisions concerning Medicaid work 
requirements and unemployment insurance

• It includes even more anti-SNAP provisions

• It is being fast-tracked during a pandemic and 
economic recession and amid the greatest hunger 
crisis in modern times
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The most concerning SNAP 
provisions in SB 17
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“Change Reporting”
• Currently, most SNAP households report changes every 6 months, or any time their 

gross income exceeds the limit for their household size (making them ineligible)

• Moving back to change reporting would require SNAP households to report – and 
county offices to process – every small fluctuation in wages, even though the 
household remains eligible

• No other state in the country uses change reporting because it is much more 
costly, results in higher payment error rates, & creates significant churn for 
working families

• Ohio has not used change reporting since Republican Governor Bob Taft 
adopted simplified reporting in 2002

• This measure tells Ohioans: Do your hours at work change from week to week? 
Is your income variable because you work a contingent, temporary, or gig job? 
You have to tell us every time your paycheck is different or lose food benefits.
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“Categorical Eligibility” & Asset Tests

• Currently, all but 11 states use “broad-based categorical eligibility” (BBCE) to 
simplify access to SNAP – including Ohio

• Eliminating BBCE would:

• Require a return to asset testing in Ohio, creating an asset cliff

• Bar future efforts to raise gross income limit for SNAP eligibility to counter benefit cliff 
effect & support working Ohioans

• Asset testing requires counties to collect bank statements, vehicle valuations, 
etc. – wasting limited administrative resources and deterring seniors from 
accessing SNAP due to fear about sharing bank account numbers

• This measure tells Ohioans: Lose your job? Sell your car before you 
can get basic food assistance. Trying to build up modest emergency 
savings for the next crisis? Too bad, we’ll cut off your benefits. 
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Important to Remember:

• SNAP benefits are 100% federally funded and allow people to buy food. 

• It makes no fiscal or moral sense to reject federal food assistance for 
Ohioans, especially during a public health and economic crisis.

• It makes no fiscal sense to force State and County agencies to spend tens of 
millions more dollars on administrative options, that almost no other states 
exercise, during state and local government budget shortfalls.

• SNAP is an entitlement program. The nearly 1.5 million Ohioans that use 
SNAP to buy food will never lose food benefits because of a few individual 
cases of fraud, as the sponsor states. Some will, however, lose food benefits 
if Senate Bill 17 is implemented.

• Fraud rates in SNAP are less than 1%, primarily exist at the retailer level, and 
are already caught and prosecuted under the law.
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CALL TO ACTION

SB17 may have an opponent/interested party committee hearing next 

week. 

How can you get involved? 

SIGN ON TO OUR OPPOSITION LETTER 

Call Senator Roegner (Committee Chair): 614-466-4823   Roegner@ohiosenate.gov

Call Senator Schaffer (Bill Sponsor & Committee Member): 614-466-8076   Schaffer@ohiosenate.gov

Call Senate President Matt Huffman: 614-466-7584   Huffman@ohiosenate.gov

https://forms.gle/gUg7kGUMeZQEFayo9
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